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Government 778: State Formation & International Change
Spring 2020
ICC 214, 12.30-15.00
Professor Daniel Nexon

Office: Mortara 205
dhn2@georgetown.edu

Ph: 202-687-2773

Course Aims

This course explores the linked topics of state formation and international change. As such, it covers literature in the fields of international relations, comparative politics, sociology, and history. It aims to raise, and perhaps even provide answers to, a number of important questions: what forces drive major political changes in the nature of the state and the international system? What different forms does the state take, and how do those different forms influence political life? How do we study political change? These questions are not only central to the very emergence of modern social science, but take on new urgency in the face of contemporary transformations in the texture of domestic and international politics.

Requirements

This class involves the following requirements:

· Class participation
50%

· Research paper

50%

Participation

Students are expected to regularly attend class, complete most of the readings, and to contribute to an environment of shared intellectual exploration, questioning, and debate. 

My standard for evaluating class participation is “regular and informed contribution to the class.” This does not mean that you must speak in every session. I recognize that some students will be unable, on occasion, to complete a sufficient proportion of the readings to contribute. I also know that even the most gregarious students have “off days.” But you should be prepared to make an average of two significant interventions in class discussion—whether in the form of a question or an argument. 

The Paper

I expect students to write a polished, article-length research paper or review essay (approximately 10,000-12,000 words). The ideal paper is a standalone essay that might someday form the basis of a publication, but you may also use this paper, as appropriate, to flesh out ideas for your doctoral or masters thesis. Or simply to write a high-quality research paper.

Students may write on any topic, so long as that topic falls within the parameters of state formation and international change (which means pretty much anything). Students may utilize any appropriate qualitative or quantitative methods. I will accept not only papers with an empirical focus—those that seek to explain some outcome or set of outcomes in international politics—but also papers that contribute exclusively to conceptual or theoretical debates in the study of state formation and international change.
The paper is due on 14 May by 11.59pm.
Readings

My patience with the campus bookstore is long exhausted, hence I do not order books for my PhD classes from it. You are responsible for acquiring ownership of relevant readings.

Most of the required articles are available via hyperlink. Not all hyperlinks may work correctly, particularly if you are off-campus. If you run into problems, let me know.
Schedule
9 January

Taking the State Out
Required

Watkins, Frederick Mundell. The State as a Concept of Political Science. Harper & Brothers, 1934 (part 1 and part 2).
16 January

Bringing it Back
Required

1. Weber, Max. Economy and Society, Volume I, eds. Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich, 48-62. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1978.

2. Skinner, Quentin. “The State” in Terrence Ball at al., eds. Political Innovation and Conceptual Change, 6-23. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989.*
3. Skinner, Quentin, “A Genealogy of the Modern State” in Proceedings of the British Academy, Volume 162, 2008 Lectures, London: British Academy 2009, 325-370.*
4. Nettl, J.P. “The State as a Conceptual Variable” World Politics 20,4 (July 1968): 559-592.
5. Skocpol, Theda. “Bringing the State Back In: Strategies of Analysis in Current Research” in Evans, Peter B., et al., eds. Bringing the State Back In, 3-43. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985.
6. Krasner, Stephen D. “Approaches to the State: Alternative Conception and Historical Dynamics,” Comparative Politics 16,2 (January 1984): 223-246.
7. Lenter, Howard H. “The Concept of the State: A Response to Stephen Krasner,” Comparative Politics 16,3 (April 1984): 367-377.
8. Jessop, Bob. “Bringing the State Back in (Yet Again): Reviews, Revisions, Rejections, and Redirections” International Review of Sociology 11,2 (2001): 149-171
*If I can’t get a full copy of the first, read the second. I’ll let you know.

23 January

States and Anarchy


Required

1. Ruggie, John Gerald. “Continuity and Transformation in the World Polity: Towards a Neorealist Synthesis,” World Politics 35,2 (January 1983): 261-285.
2. Waltz, Kenneth. “Reflections on Theory of International Politics: A Response to My Critics,” in Robert O. Keohane, ed. Neorealism and its Critics, 322-346. New York: Columbia University Press, 1986, 322-346.

3. Milner, Helen. “The Assumption of Anarchy in International Relations Theory: A Critique” In Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Debate, edited by David A. Baldwin. New York: Columbia University Press, 1993.

4. Schweller, Randall L., and William C. Wohlforth. “Power Test: Evaluating Realism in Response to the End of the Cold War” Security Studies 9,3 (2000): 60–107.
30 January

European State Formation, Part 1

Required

1. Bartlett, Robert. The Making of Europe: Conquest, Colonization, and Cultural Change, 950-1350. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994. 
2. Tilly, Charles. “War and State Making as Organized Crime,” in Evans, Peter B., et al., eds. Bringing the State Back In, 169-191. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985.

¯\_(ツ)_/¯
1. Strayer, Joseph R. On the Medieval Origins of the Modern State. 2nd Ed. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2005 (Chapters 1-2). 
2. Reynolds, Susan. Fiefs and Vassals: The Medieval Evidence Reinterpreted, Reprint Edition (New York, Oxford 1996). 
3. Sheehan, James. “The Problem of Sovereignty in European History,” American Historical Review 111,1 (2006): 1-15.
6 February

European State Formation, Part 2

Required

1. Tilly, Charles. Coercion, Capital, and European States: AD 990-1990. Oxford: Blackwell, 1992.

Strongly Recommended
1. Parker, Geoffrey. "The 'Military Revolution' 1560-1660–A Myth?" Journal of Modern History 48,2 (June 1976): 195-214.

2. Bean, Richard. “War and the Birth of the Nation State,” Journal of Economic History 33,1 (March 1973): 203-221.

¯\_(ツ)_/¯
1. Brewer, John. The Sinews of Power: War, Money and the English State, 1688-1783, Chpt 1 (4-24) Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press.

2. Eltis, D. (1995). The Military Revolution in Sixteenth Century Europe. New York, St. Martin's Press.

3. Porter, Bruce D. War and the Rise of the State. New York: Free Press, 2002.

4. Tilly, Charles ed. Formation of National States in Western Europe. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1975.

13 February

European State Formation, Part 2
Required
Spruyt, Hendrik. The Sovereign State and its Competitors: An Analysis of Systems Change. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994.
20 February

European State Formation, Part 3

Required
1. Gorski, Philip S. The Disciplinary Revolution: Calvinism and the Rise of the State in Early Modern Europe. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 
2. Philpott, Daniel. "The Religious Roots of Modern International Relations" World Politics 52,2 (January 2000): 206-45.

¯\_(ツ)_/¯
1. Downing, Brian. The Military Revolution and Political Change: Origins of Democracy and Autocracy in Early Modern Europe. Princeton, Princeton University Press, 1992.
2. Ertman, Thomas. The Birth of Leviathan: Building States and Regimes in Medieval and Early Modern Europe. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1997.

27 February

European State Formation, Part 4 – Need to Reschedule
Required
Nexon, Daniel. The Struggle for Power in Early Modern Europe: Religious Conflict, Dynastic Empires, and International Change. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009. 
¯\_(ツ)_/¯
1. Holt, Mack P. 1993. “Review Article: Putting Religion Back in the Wars of Religion.” French Historical Studies 18 (2): 524–51.

2. Wilson, Peter H. 2009. The Thirty Years War: Europe’s Tragedy. Cambridge, Mass: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.

3. Rae, Heather. 2002. State Identities and the Homogenisation of Peoples. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

5 March 

Ancient China
Required
1. Hui, Victoria. War and State Formation in Ancient China and Early Modern Europe. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 
2. Møller, Jørgen. “Why Europe Avoided Hegemony: A Historical Perspective on the Balance of Power,’ International Studies Quarterly 58 (2014): 660-670.
19 March

The Steppe

Required
1. Barfield, Thomas J. The Perilous Frontier: Nomadic Empires and China, 221 BC to AD 1757. Cambridge, MA, Blackwell, 1989. 
2. Di Cosmo, Nicola. “State Formation and Periodization in Inner Asian History” Journal of World History, Vol. 10,1 (Spring, 1999): 1-40.
¯\_(ツ)_/¯
Allsen, Thomas. T. (1987). Mongol Imperialism: The Policies of the Grand Qan Möngke in China, Russia, and the Islamic Lands, 1251-1259. Berkeley, CA, University of California Press.

Di Cosmo, Nicola. (2002). Ancient China and its Enemies: The Rise of Nomadic Power in East Asian History. Cambridge, Cambridge University Press.

Togan, Îsenbike. (1998). Flexibility and Limitations in Steppe Formation. New York, Brill.
Neumann, Iver and Einar Wigen The Steppe Tradition in International Relations: Russians, Turks, and European State Building 4000 BCE-2017 CE. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018.
26 March

No Class

2 April


Ottomans
Required

Barkey, Karen. Empire of Difference: The Ottomans in Comparative Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.

¯\_(ツ)_/¯
1. Barkey, Karen. Bandits and Bureaucrats: The Ottoman Route to State Centralization. Ithaca, NY, Cornell University Press, 1994.
2. Barkey, Karen. "Rebellious Alliances: The State and Peasant Unrest in Early Seventeenth-Century France and the Ottoman Empire." American Sociological Review 56,6 (December 1991): 699-715.
9 April


American & British Imperial Expansion
Required
Go, Julian. Patterns of Empire: The British and American Empires, 1688 to Present. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2011. 
¯\_(ツ)_/¯

Darwin, John. The Empire Project: The Rise and Fall of the British World-System, 1830-1970. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2009.
16 April

Weak State, Strong State
Required
Chowdhury, Arjun. The Myth of International Order: Why Weak States Persist and Alternatives to the State Fade Away. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018.

¯\_(ツ)_/¯
Jackson, Robert H. Quasi-States: Sovereignty, International Relations, and the Third World. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990.
16 April

Hegemony and State (Trans)Formation
Gunitsky, Seva. Aftershocks: Great Powers and Domestic Reforms in the Twentieth Century. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2017.

¯\_(ツ)_/¯

1. Gilpin, Robert. 1981. War and Change in World Politics. New York: Cambridge University Press.
2. McDonald, Patrick J. 2015. “Great Powers, Hierarchy, and Endogenous Regimes: Rethinking the Domestic Causes of Peace.” International Organization 69 (03): 557–88. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0020818315000120.
3. Møller, Jørgen, Svend-Erik Skaaning, and Jakob Tolstrup. 2017. “International Influences and Democratic Regression in Interwar Europe: Disentangling the Impact of Power Politics and Demonstration Effects.” Government and Opposition 52 (04): 559–86. https://doi.org/10.1017/gov.2015.37.

23 April

Globalization and Neoliberalism
Slobodian, Quinn. Glohalists: The End of Empire and the Birth of Neoliberalism. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2018.
14 May


Paper Due!

